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Over twenty years have passed since Michael Roads has written the two best-selling books

Talking with Nature and Journey Into Nature. This book is about a dual journey: the experience

and insights gained within the energetic fields of Nature and humanity – and Michael’s journey

through sadness, grief and loss under the guidance of the very person for whom he was

grieving."Through the Eyes of Love is about seeing life in a very different and new way. I had to

learn that looking through the eyes of Pan was the same as looking through the eyes of Love.

And this was not an easy lesson! Pan is neither a metaphysical Being, nor is Pan a horned

goat/man. Pan is the Spirit of Nature. Pan lives within no known reality framework that applies

to life in the way we know it, and yet, wonderfully . . . Pan is my teacher.Looking at life in

energetic terms, Through the Eyes of Love is one of the most exciting adventures I have ever

undertaken. I describe my experiences to the best of my ability. It is not easy to describe

metaphysical experiences that have little connection with linear time or the beliefs that we

apply to life. Or even with our separation-based language." Michael J Roads

From Publishers WeeklyThundering like a biblical prophet against social and economic

injustice, racism and political deceit ("Jesus did not establish a bureaucratic institution, weekly

social gatherings, or houses of religious entertainment"), Hendricks, professor of biblical

interpretation at New York Theological Seminary, proclaims Jesus as a political revolutionary

who overturned the unjust social policies of his day. Rather unoriginally, Hendricks suggests

that Jesus employed seven political strategies (e.g., "treat people's needs as holy"; "give a

voice to the voiceless"; "expose the workings of oppression") in his challenge to the status quo.

With cunning insight, however, Hendricks fervently examines the politics of Ronald Reagan and

George W. Bush—two U.S. presidents who have professed to be following the politics of Jesus

—and argues that these leaders fall woefully short of living out Jesus' message of justice,

righteousness and steadfast love. Hendricks also indicts church leaders for their complicity with

these political figures, condoning unjust wars and corrupt economic practices and not calling

judgment on them in Jesus' prophetic voice. Overall, Hendricks echoes the call to Christian

social justice that John Howard Yoder proclaimed over 30 years ago in his own book of the

same title. (Aug. 29)Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All

rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From

BooklistEvangelical activists claiming Jesus for the Republican Party have finally met a zealous

challenger. Combining the skills of a theologian with those of a political analyst, Hendricks sees

little evidence that today's Republican leaders are upholding the Gospel ideals Jesus once

taught. Indeed, while Hendricks adduces from the New Testament numerous indications that

Jesus championed the oppressed and challenged the powerful, he interprets recent political

events as proof that President Bush and his Republican allies have done just the opposite. In

the president's frequent professions of Christian faith, Hendricks hears only the echoes of the

corrupt triumphalism that the Roman emperor Constantine long ago substituted for the true

gospel message. Even many Bush voters may concede the justice of this skeptical critique of

right-wing Republican claims clothed in religious rhetoric. But many will balk when Hendricks

himself drapes the mantle of Christian sanctity around the policies of FDR and LBJ. Despite his

excesses, however, Hendricks provides a corrective to the religious partisanship of the Right.

Bryce ChristensenCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text



refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Review“The Politics of Jesus joins

John Danforth’s Faith and Politics and Jim Wallis’s God’s Politics as essential reading for

Americans trying to move beyond the corrosive standoff between the religious right and the

secular left.” —Washington Post“In The Politics of Jesus, Obery Hendricks articulates a critical

prophetic message that interrogates our nation’s politics according to the values of Jesus. With

stunning clarity he offers powerful new insights. This book is a must-read for everyone who

seeks to understand and live out the revolutionary implications of following Christ.” —Jim

Wallis, editor of Sojourners and author of God’s Politics“This book is a grand prophetic work—

courageous in its message, meticulous in its scholarship, and relevant in its challenge to our

sleepwalking times. Hendricks recasts the prevailing view of the meek and mild Jesus in a

powerful and persuasive way.” —Cornel West, University Professor of Religion, Princeton

University“The Politics of Jesus is an instant classic—a book of stunning erudition, remarkable

eloquence, and political courage. But more than that, Hendricks gives us a pioneering account

of the revolutionary Jesus that has rarely been as systematically expounded, or as

theologically sophisticated, as this monumental work provides. The Politics of Jesus

immediately thrusts Obery Hendricks, Jr., to the front ranks of American religious thinkers.” —

Michael Eric Dyson, author of Pride: The Seven Deadly SinsAbout the AuthorOBERY M.

HENDRICKS, JR., is Professor of Biblical Interpretation at the New York Theological Seminary,

an Ordained Elder in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, and the author of Living Water.

He has served as a professor at Drew University, as visiting scholar at Princeton Theological

Seminary, and as president of Payne Theological Seminary, the oldest African American

theological institution in the United States. He lives in New Jersey. --This text refers to an out of

print or unavailable edition of this title.From The Washington Post"It is," the Anglican

Archbishop William Temple once remarked, "a mistake to suppose that God is only, or even

chiefly, concerned with religion." The prelate's words would resonate with Obery M. Hendricks

Jr., who, in the beginning of his new book The Politics of Jesus, recalls a childhood spent in the

church. He was, he puts it, "a son of the Christian Church. Raised in the Church. Nurtured in

the Church." His family was thick with ministers and lay elders; he started singing in the choir at

age 5, and accepted Christ five years later. The Jesus he offered his life to was a messiah

drained of controversy, a kind of air-brushed savior. "I was raised on the bland Jesus of Sunday

School and of my mother's gentle retellings," Hendricks writes, "the meek, mild Jesus who told

us, in a nice, passive, sentimental way, to love our enemies, and who assured us that we need

not worry about our troubles, just bring them to him."As it turned out, this Jesus was too gentle

and too serene -- and Hendricks left the church as a young man, only to return once he

discovered what he calls "Jesus the political revolutionary." Now a minister and professor of

biblical interpretation at New York Theological Seminary, Hendricks found that, for him, the

figure of Jesus resonated powerfully when understood through the prism of politics. "To say

that Jesus was a political revolutionary is to say that the message he proclaimed not only

called for change in individual hearts but also demanded sweeping and comprehensive change

in the political, social, and economic structures in his setting in life: colonized Israel," Hendricks

writes. He goes on to argue that the proper Christian posture in political life should be one of

loving one another as Jesus loved us, feeding the hungry, comforting the poor, clothing the

naked, visiting the sick, tending to prisoners.Hendricks's Christian manifesto for a politically

liberal vision of America and of the world arrives at an especially rich moment in the long-

running debate over the role of religion in the nation's public life. After roughly three decades of

largely ceding the language of faith to political conservatives, liberals are mounting an

aggressive and often intellectually stimulating counterattack. The Politics of Jesus joins John



Danforth's Faith and Politics and Jim Wallis's God's Politics as essential reading for Americans

trying to move beyond the corrosive standoff between the religious right and the secular left.

One need not agree with Hendricks's liberalism to appreciate that his book is a useful

contribution to a conversation that seems ever more urgent: how to manage and marshal

religion's influence over our public lives.Some secular extremists will probably object to

Hendricks's argument on the grounds that we ought to keep Jesus out of politics altogether, but

in my view such an absolutist stand is not really helpful. We are a nation full of religious people,

and faith has been interwoven with our politics from the start. Yes, church and state are rightly

separate, but it is impossible, I think, to separate religion from politics, for both are about what

people value. Religion may not be the only thread in the tapestry, but is a significant one, and

to argue that religion is a fairy tale and believers are dupes does virtually nothing to lead us

forward.Hendricks is right to use the gospel as a way of measuring the gap between the words

and deeds of openly religious presidents. Or at least of openly religious Republican presidents:

He treats Bill Clinton very kindly while sternly taking Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush to

task.There is no doubt that America falls far short of the kingdom of God, and it is nearly

impossible to argue with Hendricks's bottom line, that "in the politics of Jesus, then, every

policy and policy proposal must be judged by Jesus' yardstick of love and justice." (What

reasonable person would dispute that love and justice are useful standards?) Yet such

admonitions, while commonsensical (at least for Christians), raise profound theological

questions. Jesus does not vote; God is neither Republican nor Democrat.It can do no harm to

ask the question Hendricks suggests when we are pondering policies and politics, but there is

always a danger that we may come to think our own answer to the "What Would Jesus Do?"

test is not merely our own best effort, but is in fact the only answer. We need more humility in

our public life, remembering that, for now, we see through Saint Paul's "glass, darkly." To

practice the politics of Jesus means practicing humility, an exercise that might well begin by

bearing this story from the gospel of Mark in mind: The disciples had been traveling to meet

Jesus, debating among themselves "who should be the greatest" -- a classically political

undertaking. Learning of the bickering, Jesus would have none of it, saying: "If any man desire

to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all." And so may our politics, whether

connected to the examples and words of Jesus or of Plato or of Machiavelli, be informed by

charity and grace, not by self-righteousness. Then, and only then, will we come close, I think,

to anything like "the politics of Jesus."Reviewed by Jon MeachamCopyright 2006, The

Washington Post. All Rights Reserved.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition

of this title.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.ONEFrom the Red Sea to

the Jordan River: The Roots of Jesus' Political Consciousness"Do not think that I have come to

abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish, but to fulfill."Matthew 5:17If Jesus

was a political revolutionary, what were the political issues and conditions of the world of his

birth that he was responding to and that he sought so fervently to change? To fully appreciate

the politics of Jesus we must begin with the most basic factor in his worldview and social

identity: his Jewishness. We will briefly survey the major historical moments in the development

of the religion of Jesus and note how the influence of each is reflected in his message and

ministry. In other words, we must begin with an understanding of the legacy of the Judaism into

which Jesus was born and its influence on his life and his every pronouncement.***Jesus of

Nazareth was a Jew. Not only was Jesus a Jew, but he was an observant Jew who never

disavowed his Jewishness. We see this in his consistent observance of Jewish customs and

holy days, in his frequent references to Moses, and in his acceptance of the Torah as holy writ.

All of Jesus' major teachings either were consistent with the tenets of traditional Judaism or



were expansions or elaborations of it, as in Matthew 5:17-48, in which Jesus intensifies the

moral ethics of Judaism with the refrain "you have heard it said . . . but I say . . ."*However, the

major implication of Jesus' Jewishness for our understanding of the political setting of his life

and ministry goes beyond the liturgical and doctrinal aspects of Judaism. Rather, it lies in one

fact in particular: that the root event from which the foundational meaning of Judaism and the

entire Judeo-Christian faith tradition flows is a political event--the liberation event that was the

Exodus.The ExodusThe Bible begins with the Book of Genesis, which includes the stories of

increasingly faithful individuals like Joseph, Abraham, and Lot. The next book, Exodus,

recounts the struggle of the Hebrew people to escape from their painful bondage under

Pharaoh, the Egyptian ruler. With the Hebrews' exit from Egypt, the emphasis of the Bible turns

from individual deliverance to collective deliverance. It is in this sense that the Exodus event is

a political event: it is about the collective deliverance of a subjugated class of people from

political oppression and economic exploitation.The political nature of the Exodus is epitomized

in Exodus 3:7-8, which narrates God's liberating response to the cries of the oppressed: "I

have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of

their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them."What

we are told here is that it was not the Hebrews' religious sensibilities, nor was it their worship

pieties, that accounted for God's intervention in their desperate predicament. Rather, according

to God's own testimony, it was their political plight. In fact, the book of Exodus tells us that

when it came to worshiping God, the Hebrews were not particularly commendable. As a group,

they seem not even to have been monotheistic; that is, they seem not to have fully accepted

belief in one God alone. Apparently they were what we call henotheistic, which means that

even if they did worship only one God, they still acknowledged the existence of other deities.

This is reflected in the first commandment, in which the Hebrews are specifically commanded

to worship no other gods, a commandment that would have been meaningless if they had

already believed in the existence of only one God. Thus, the liberating action of God in the

Exodus was not in response to the worship pieties of the Hebrews. It was to their political

plight.The term "Hebrews" itself confirms this, in that it is primarily a sociopolitical identity--

specifically a class identity--rather than a religious identity. In the Hebrew language, the term

'ibri, or "Hebrew," means literally "he crossed over," which reflects the Hebrews' status as

"outsiders" to Egyptian society. Moreover, the use of "Hebrew" as a term of social or class

description seems to be related to the early Semitic term hapiru, which most scholars believe

also connoted outsider class status in the ancient Near East. This sense of "outsider" is

reflected by the Exodus narrative in its own presentation of the Hebrews as in every way

outcasts and aliens to the social and political mainstream of Egypt. Indeed, the Book of Exodus

graphically portrays the Hebrews as a despised and socially marginalized class. The ethic of

compassion for the ger, or "alien stranger," that permeates the Hebrew Bible from this point

has much to do with the Hebrews' treatment in Egypt.Thus, in effect, the testimony of the

Exodus is that the defining root event from which Israel sprang was God's act of taking the side

of the oppressed. In the final analysis, the seminal importance of the Exodus event is that in

God's response to the class oppression of the Hebrews, God firmly posited justice and

liberation as the very foundation of biblical faith.From the moment of the Hebrews' final

deliverance from the murderous grasp of Pharaoh, the Exodus liberation event loomed large in

their collective consciousness. In fact, the people of Israel have recalled their oppression and

their emancipation from it during the annual Passover seder, or feast, for some five thousand

years with these words: "We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord our God brought us

forth with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm."The Significance of the Exodus for the



Ministry of JesusAs the root event of Judaism, the Exodus liberation experience is also the root

event of Jesus' faith and his message. Jesus evokes the memory of the Exodus often in the

Gospels by repeatedly invoking Moses' name. And just as God declared the oppression of the

Hebrews as the motive for divine intervention, Jesus cites the oppression of his people as the

focus of his own intervention--his ministry--by choosing the liberation text of Isaiah 61:1-2 as

his manifesto: "The Spirit of the Lord . . . has anointed me . . . to bring good news to the

poor" (Luke 4:18). Mark's account of Jesus' liberation of a young man possessed by "an

unclean spirit" named "Legion" even evokes the image of Pharaoh's defeat at the Red Sea:

"And the unclean spirits . . . numbering about two thousand . . . rushed down the steep bank

into the sea, and were drowned in the sea" (Mark 5:13).The Biblical JudgesAs a class rather

than a group sharing an ethnic or religious identity, the Hebrews consisted of a number of

different tribes. The Song of Deborah in Judges 5:14-18 lists ten tribes. After their deliverance

from Egypt they spent years wandering in the desert, during which time other tribes apparently

united with them, eventually increasing their number to twelve.When they finally settled in

Canaan, for generations the painful memory of their experience under Egypt's hereditary

monarchy helped the Hebrews withstand the temptation to institute a monarchy among

themselves. Though the prophet Samuel actually represents a later historical moment than that

recounted in the Book of Judges, the fears behind the Hebrews' rejection of a monarchy can be

heard nonetheless in Samuel's warning that a king would "take the best of your fields and

vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers . . . And in that day you will cry out

because of your king" (1 Samuel 8:14, 18).Instead of instituting a monarchy, the tribes of the

Hebrews developed an egalitarian form of governance by a confederacy, or governing council,

made up of representatives of all their tribes and factions. The united tribes came to be called

collectively "Israel." Their confederate form of governance is seen at work in Joshua 24:1:

"Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the

judges, and the officers of Israel" to jointly confer.This era of egalitarian governance without the

oversight of a king came to be known as the period of the "judges" (shophetim in Hebrew, i.e.,

"those who do justice," from mishpat, "justice"), as leaders who fought to preserve the

Israelites' freedom were called. Their story is told in the appropriately named Book of

Judges.The Book of Judges consists of a series of popular tales that tell the story of the free

tribes of Israel resisting foreign oppression. These accounts include the story of Othniel of the

tribe of Caleb, who led a peasant militia that freed Israel from the oppression of the Canaanite

king Cushan-rishathaim (Judges 3:7-11); of Ehud the Benjaminite, who successfully led a

revolt against Eglon, king of Moab (Judges 3:15-30); and of the judge Deborah's defeat of

Sisera, general of the Canaanite king Jabin (Judges 4 and 5).What all these judges had in

common was their role of freedom fighter. They were individuals who rose to temporarily

assume the political leadership of Israel when the freedom of the Hebrew people was

threatened. The Book of Judges itself says as much: "Then the Lord raised up judges, who

delivered them out of the power of those who plundered them" (Judges 2:16).As with the

earlier Hebrews, the outstanding characteristic of the biblical judges was not religiosity. Rather,

the main qualification for biblical judges was a willingness to fight for their people's freedom.

For instance, the Bible characterizes Samson, the best known of the judges, as driven more by

his ultimately disastrous romance with Delilah than by religious concerns. Yet despite a life of

dissipation, Samson maintains a place of honor in the biblical memory because his dying act

was to strike a blow against the enem... --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.Read more
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ferne, “Irritating gems. Maybe pearls is the word.. To be honest I find Michael Roads' subtle

sense of superiority mildly irritating. That said, these books are gems. I have read and re-read

them maybe four or five times and am likely to do so many times more. They both challenge

me and inform me. It's best, I find, to approach them as fantasies or, as I think Roads suggests

in an earlier book, as allegories. Yet within them they hold deep teachings that make your life

richer and richer. Like all of us, Michael Roads is a work in progress. His own understanding

and perception continue to deepen as will yours if you are able to read his books with an open

heart and without pre-judgement. I can't recommend them highly enough.”

Teresa M., “Michael Road's books will blow your mind (and that's a great thing Ø=Þ
). I've read all of

Michael Road's books. My favorite are the three books called "Through the Eyes of Love" Book

one, two and three. These books fill me with wonder and delight and insight. I am so grateful to

have come across them. Keep them coming please.”

Robert E. Dallas, “Awesome!. Woah! What a book! A mesmerizing volume that filled Michael

and Pan provides and grandstand view of the inner workings if the natural world in which we

live. Inspiational!!”

Y. R. Groeneveld, “I fell in love with his first 3 books 20 years ago. Truly phenomenal wisdom! I

fell in love with his first 3 books 20 years ago: it was very groundbreaking material then. Very

happy to discover his latest Pan-trilogy: they touch me very deeply, not just because of the

inspiring insights into our connection with Nature, but maybe even more because of the

balancing and uplifting effect on our collective and individual consciousness. And besides all

the deeper implications it's still a good read ;-) Warmly recommended!”

Ronnie Ann Ryan - Love & Cosmic Coach for Women, “Thought provoking. Expansive new

concepts, surprising, and completely different. Plenty to make you think if you like discussions

on energy and spirituality.”

Mildred, “Wow. Loved all three in the series”

J. Buss, “Compelling and Intriguing. Outstanding! Very clear word pictures of very difficult-to-

describe experiences.”

SandersReader, “Roads is an amazing writer/teacher. All of his books are great. Michael J.

Roads  is an amazing writer/teacher.  All of his books are  great.”



Daphne, “An amazing Journey. I have loved reading this book. It is warm-hearted and

fascinating. You may struggle at first and just keep going, then you will not be able to put it

down! This is a book with heart, a book from the heart and a book to open your heart to time

and time again. Michael Roads has shared so much with sincere openness, I couldn't ask for

more and my life has been touched and changed by the words on each page.”

Serge Sergiou, “All Michael J Roads books' are excellent. This book is the first of three in a

set.You need to have read his previous two books first: Talking With Nature and Journey Into

Nature.All are excellent for nature lovers.Highly recommended.”

Maria, “These are experiences we dream about.. I loved reading this book, Michael’s words

took me along with him on his metaphysical journey, into places I dream of visiting. I am now

reading book 2 and the journey continues even deeper into the metaphysical realm.”

Pike, “sensational. Michaels Book is more than super,it is a must read for anyone searching for

answers to '' what happens when we die''. Are There really Nature Spirits and similar

questions.An introduction to Pan the spirit of the Forest,  a must read.”

Wevers, “Interesting book. Interesting book with interesting views. Loved to read it!”

The book by Michael J Roads has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 38 people have provided feedback.
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